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Ricardo-AEA to run hydrogen refuelling 
station competition 

 
Ricardo-AEA has been selected, in partnership with E4tech, 

to deliver the UK Government’s Office for Low Emission 

Vehicles’ (OLEV) ‘hydrogen refuelling stations’ 

infrastructure grant scheme – the scheme aims to support 

the roll out of a UK hydrogen fuel network capable of 

servicing fuel cell electric vehicles (FCEVs) 

 

Grant funding of £3.5 million will be provided through the scheme to develop up to 

seven new, fully functional, hydrogen refuelling stations, with a further £2 million 

being made available to upgrade up to eight existing ‘demonstration’ stations.  

Ricardo-AEA will oversee the submission of infrastructure proposals through its 

online application portal, before technically reviewing the applications and making 

a formal recommendation to OLEV. Technical experts within Ricardo-AEA and 

E4tech will judge applications on how well they meet a range of criteria, including 

the role they will play in an early hydrogen network. 

 

Once successful infrastructure candidates have been chosen, Ricardo-AEA will 

work with government to deliver the grant payments and monitor and report on the 

installation of new hydrogen refuelling stations.  

 

The competition opened on 2 February 2015 and potential applicants are being 

invited to register their interest via the online application portal on Ricardo-AEA’s 

website: http://www.ricardo-aea.com/cms/hydrogen-refuelling-station-grants. Upon 

registration, candidates will receive a competition guidance document and the 

scheme’s application form.  
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Lisa Groves, senior consultant at Ricardo-AEA commented: “We’re very pleased to 

be delivering this project on behalf of the UK government. Leading car 

manufacturers have already chosen the UK as one of their first markets for FCEVs 

and it’s vital that the UK builds an effective refuelling network in order to benefit 

from this low carbon technology. We have developed a robust selection process 

that will enable government and industry money to target the most suitable 

projects and deliver this new infrastructure. We look forward to working with OLEV 

to see the first part of the UK’s hydrogen refuelling network established in 

2016/2017.” 

 

The competition builds on Ricardo-AEA’s experience of managing and delivering 

similar grant schemes and competitions. In 2014 the consultancy was awarded the 

contract to manage the Department for Transport’s £25 million biofuels 

competition, which will establish three advanced biofuel plants in the UK.   

 

Registration for the new hydrogen refuelling competition closes on 6 March 2015. 

 

Ends 
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NOTES TO EDITORS: 

 
 
Ricardo-AEA is an operating division of Ricardo plc comprising the former business of 
AEA Europe. The consultancy has an exceptional breadth of capability in energy and 
climate change, air quality, sustainable transport, waste management, resource efficiency 
and chemical risk. With around 400 staff based in the UK, the company’s capabilities are 
underpinned by the experience gained from supporting governments and business-leaders 
around the world for over 40 years. 
 
 
Ricardo plc is a global, world-class, multi-industry consultancy for engineering, 
technology, project innovation and strategy. Our people are committed to providing 
outstanding value through quality engineering solutions focused on high efficiency, low 
emission, class-leading product innovation and robust strategic implementation. With 
almost a century of delivering value through technology, our client list includes the world's 
major transportation original equipment manufacturers, supply chain organizations, energy 
companies, financial institutions and governments. Guided by our corporate values of 
respect, integrity, creativity & innovation and passion, we enable our customers to achieve 
sustainable growth and commercial success. For more information, visit www.ricardo.com. 
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